MVT –NORFOLK AREA – WINDSCREEN WINTER SUBMISSION
Well as the season continued the weather got progressively better, although not always on a rally day!  Events however have been numerous with a good variety to attend.

For those of our members attending the War & Peace Show the weather most certainly was more favourable than the monsoon rains of last year.  Rodney Reynolds was into the prizes big time winning both Best in Class and Runner Up for Best British Vehicle over 5 cwt with his Bedford RL mine clearance vehicle.  For those not wishing to make the journey to the foreign fields of Kent there were two more events over this weekend being the Weeting Steam Rally, and Lowestoft Classic Car Club Rally at Ditchingham, where John Hindle also scooped a prize with his Morris C8/GS. 
[image: image1.jpg]


There was however no time to rest on our laurels as the following weekend we were in Thetford supporting the Dad’s Army 40th.Anniversary.  Thetford is closely associated with the filming of the series with a number of the scenes being filmed in the town plus the cast staying in the ‘Bell Hotel’.  Ian Lavender (Private Pike), Bill Pertwee (Warden Hodges), and Colin Bean (Private Sponge) were on parade in addition to the series co-writer David Croft.  Many re-enactment groups also supported the event and a Dad’s Army group wandered the town reliving the ‘Don’t tell em your name Pike’ scenes.  An excellent day in glorious weather with our own carrier crew (Shaun Hindle) finding time to chat up the 1940’s locals.

The following weekend we were on the road again to the Wayland Show at Watton, where members soaked up the sunshine before a welcome short break and the Gressenhall Country Museum’s annual 40’s weekend.  Gressenhall is a restored poor house with its associated buildings and farm, which lends itself to this type of event with the land girls in the field and Scouts and guides camping plus of course the re-enactment groups and our vehicles.  Being August Bank Holiday there was no respite and the following day we were at the Aylsham Show, second only to our county show with livestock, horses and a superb arena agenda including a parade of military vehicles , right at the end of the day when the public are heading for the gates!  In attendance was also our newest member ‘Sam’, less than a week old and dressed in appropriate attire, congratulation to proud parents David and Julie Hines.  The following weekend saw us at the Norfolk Showground in Norwich for the Police Gala.  This again is a huge family day out with lots of attractions and arena events with the money going to local charities.   This was the day it threatened to rain with thunderstorms forecast although it did hold off right until the end of the event much to everyone’s delight. 
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However the rain then set in and continued into the late morning of the following Sunday and our attendance at the Seething Air Show.  It did not dampen the enthusiasm to attend as there is always a good flying programme.  Although the weather did prevent the appearance of certain visiting aircraft the local Maurice Hammond put on an excellent display with his Mustang.  We did however manage to get Bill Purchase’s ½ ton, my Australian ¾ ton and David Hine’s 1½ ton Chevrolets together for a photo shoot. 

Being no peace for the wicked we then attended the Sandringham Game Fair followed by the gem of our local events the North Norfolk Railway 40’s Weekend.  This was held over two days of glorious sunshine and crowds like we have never seen before.  Forget Pickering, come to Norfolk!  Highlight as always is the fly-past being provided on the Saturday by the Lancaster and Spitfire on the Sunday.  Unfortunately this clashes with another well established event being the Henham Steam Rally, resulting in some members attending both on alternative days or choosing just the one to support.  For those that are true gluttons for punishment there then followed an event in support of the Royal Observer Corps Association at the Flixton Aviation Museum and there are still several more on the calendar, what a fantastic season.
Ian McCallum

