NORFOLK AREA - SPRING 2008 - FULL VERSION

Well I hope everyone had a good festive season.  It seems strange writing this report before it is actually Christmas, knowing that by the time you read it the total period will be but a memory and the credit card hopefully starting the slow road to recovery!  The last quarter of 2007 was however by no means a lean affair as the final weekend in September saw a number of members enjoying a ‘vehicle fun weekend’ at Brian Mack’s with all proceeds going to the Norfolk Air ambulance which raised over £1400.00, well done Brian.  October saw members still supporting events the first being a village 40’s theme day at Loddon, although unfortunately the timing was all screwed up resulting in several members being awash with tea before it even started.  Next came a real shot out of the blue from the Desert Rats Association, with whom we have always had an excellent association in conjunction with the Suffolk Area since the inauguration of the official 7th Armoured Division Memorial in Thetford Forest in 1998.  The memorial, which consists of a Mark IV Cromwell Tank mounted on a plinth in the markings of the 1st Royal Tank Regiment, commemorates their actions from El Alamein to Berlin and is sited in this location due to their presence in Thetford Forest between January to May 1944 while preparing for the invasion of Normandy. This was in fact the only time the division was in the United Kingdom in its entire Existence.  The Duchess of Cornwall recently became patron and was to be the guest of honour at Commemorations for the 65th Anniversary of the Battle of El Alamein at the memorial on 24th October 2007.  Attendance was by invitation only, with the vehicle being the selected guest.  Vehicles included Clinton Long’s Ford F8, John Morter’s Bedford OY, Alan Gatward’s Bedford MW, Brian Mack’s Ford WOT2 Robert Curson’s Daimler Dingo and David Skinner’s Humber Staff car.  In addition Shaun Hindle took along some selected armour from the East of England Military Museum to compliment the modern equipment of the 1st Royal Tank Regiments Guard of Honour.  David’s Humber was ‘in reserve’ to ferry the Duchess of Cornwall from the helicopter landing area, should the weather be inclement, but to his relief it stayed fine and the Humber tourer from the REME museum took pride of place in the convoy.  David did not get of lightly however as he was designated to carry the equerry instead!  
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The day went well, with our own Robert Curson, who was a REME staff sergeant and veteran of the Western Desert campaign, being personally introduced to Camilla. 
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 Her Royal Highness took an instant liking to his Dingo, which at 88 he still enjoys driving when the opportunity arises. 

 Barry Beck then took the opportunity in presenting all drivers to Her Highness making it truly a memorable day. 

Next on the agenda was the traditional Poppy Day collecting, which saw Cyril and Marion Salisbury shaking the can in Southwold, supported by their Willy Jeep and assisting in the overall collection total of just over ₤12,000.  For myself I collected over two Saturday’s in Beccles with the Ford WOC1 and Carol put in a number of days at the local supermarket plus street collecting. Between us we contributed ₤1711.00 towards Beccles record total of over ₤17,000.  In addition we were asked to support the appeal at Norwich Football ground for a home match, although members were somewhat reluctant to supply a vehicle, I just cannot understand why?  Last formal event of the year was our annual Christmas Dinner and Dance held at the Oaklands Hotel in Norwich.  Although numbers were slightly down on last year 86 attended and a good time was had by all.  I still have not managed to catch up with all the members in the area so if anyone wants to give me a ring to discuss their current restoration project,or whatever, I would welcome the material.  As with the opening comment by the time this article has been read we will have attended our first events of 2008 being a restoration car event at Norwich showground which we have supported for a number of years.  This gives the opportunity of putting on a Group static display plus the opportunity to savage the ever-diminishing auto jumble stalls for that elusive part.  This will be followed by our annual, later than usual, coach trip to Stoneleigh, just to pick up the elusive part not found at the previous event.  Well I had better close as I still have those last few Christmas presents to get, (bah humbug), and will probably have bought all my Easter eggs before s you actually read this report!

Ian McCallum

